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2006 WEB NEWS ARCHIVE

February 6, 2006:  The FDA approved a new drug by Canadian firm Cangene that aims to prevent hepatitis B infection in those exposed to the virus.  The drug, HepaGam B is approved for treatment of acute exposure to hepatitis B through contact with infected blood, for infants born to infected mothers, and for those exposed to the virus through sexual contact.  The drug should be available within a few months.

February 2, 2006:  Hepatitis C occurs rapidly after transplant.  When a diseases liver is removed from a patient with hepatitis C, viral levels drop.  However, after receiving a health liver transplant, virus levels rebound and can surpass pre-transplant levels. (Feb 2006 issue of Liver Transplantation)

February 1, 2006:  A new study on treating hepatitis B patients who have cancer with an antiviral drug at the same time as they undergo chemotherapy found that the treatment helped prevent relapse of hepatitis B.  The results of this study appear in the February 2006 issue of Hepatology.

January 30, 2006:  Schering-Plough Corp.said U.S. regulators agreed to review on a "fast-track" basis the company's marketing application for a new treatment for hepatitis C.  For more information, click here...
January 22, 2006:  Ketek, an antibiotic, has caused liver failure in 2 patients.  One patient died and the other patient required a liver transplant.  According to product information, hepatic dysfunction, including increased liver enzymes and hepatitis, with or without jaundice, has been reported with the use of KETEK
. Caution should be used in patients with a previous history of hepatitis/jaundice associated with the use of KETEK
.

January 21, 2006:  Peregrine Pharmaceuticals this week announced it is ramping up testing of its cancer drug Tarvacin as a hepatitis C treatment. The Phase I study is enrolling patients with hepatitis C rather than healthy subjects. Enrollment is several months ahead of schedule and should be completed by February; the release of preliminary data should begin by February 27.

January 13, 2006:  Johnson & Johnson and U.S. regulators announced that the company has recalled some blood tests for hepatitis B virus because they may give false negative results.  For more information, click here...

January 9, 2006:  New data announced today by Vertex Pharmaceuticals Incorporated show that VX-950, an investigational oral hepatitis C virus (HCV) protease inhibitor, dosed in combination with pegylated interferon alfa-2a (Pegasys(R); peg-IFN), achieved a rapid and dramatic reduction in plasma viral RNA levels in patients with chronic genotype 1 HCV infection.  For more information, click here...

January 3, 2006:  Valeant Pharmaceuticals closed its purchase of the United States and Canadian rights to hepatitis C drug Infergen from Intermune.  For more information, click here...
January 3, 2006:  Idenix Pharmaceuticals and Novartis Pharmaceuticals today announced that they have submitted a new drug application to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for the marketing of Telbivudine, an oral treatment for chronic hepatitis B.  For more information, click here...

January 3, 2006:  Chronic hepatitis B patients with high levels of circulating hepatitis B virus (HBV) appear to be at increased risk of developing liver cancer (specifically,hepatocellular carcinoma), independent of other known risk factors, according to a paper published in The Journal of the American Medical Association.  For more information, click here...
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